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Instructor:  Anita White-Carter

Telephone:  251-6434

E-mail:  whitecar@unca.edu
Home Page:  https://facstaff.unca.edu/whitecar/
Office:  126 Ramsey Library

Office Hours: Tue & Thur 11 a.m. – 1 p.m; Wed 9am-1pm; and by appointment

Catalog Description: Study a wide range of excellent children’s literature in the various genres.  Designed to develop students’ skills of literary analysis and appreciation of the art of illustration in children’s literature.

Prerequisite:  EDUC 310

Program Goals: The main goal of the elementary licensure program is to facilitate UNCA students’ growth as reflective decision-makers who draw from an extensive knowledge base in both content and pedagogy.  All members of the faculty are committed to preparing:

· knowledgeable teachers who demonstrate depth and breadth in subject area content, pedagogy, and psychology as it applies to teaching
· well-informed teachers who are aware of state and national professional standards and can apply them in the classroom
· flexible teachers who are capable of performing successfully in various teaching-learning situations.

· creative teachers who appreciate the uniqueness of every individual and who use innovative methods to help all students meet curriculum standards
· resourceful teachers who create, access, and utilize effective instructional tools, technologies, assessments, and community resources
· collaborative teachers who demonstrate awareness of and appreciation for the communities in which they teach and who foster mutually beneficial relationships with the community
· responsible teachers who exemplify the skills, behaviors, dispositions, and responsibilities expected of members of the teaching profession
· reflective teachers who maintain commitment to excellence and to the continuous assessment, adaptation, and improvement of the teaching-learning process
· humane teachers who value the dignity of every individual and foster a supportive climate of intellectual inquiry, passion for learning, and social justice
Course Objectives:

Students will:

1. experience a wide range of literature in various genres and learn about some of the landmarks in children’s literature.

2. develop skills of literary and instructional analysis.

3. demonstate an appreciation of illustration in children’s literature.

4. read literature of many cultures.

5. identify reference and electronic resources for selecting children’s literature.

Required Text - Lynch-Brown & Tomlinson. Essentials of Children’s Literature
Websites: the following Websites will provide brief overviews of the genres along with noteworthy authors of the genre and links to lists of award winning books.

· Once Upon a Time  http://www.bsu.edu/classes/vancamp/ouat.html
Once Upon a Time has links to lists of major award winners and lists of American Library Association notable books.

· Children’s Literature by Genre   http://www.uleth.ca/edu/currlab/handouts/genres.html
All licensure students are responsible for reading the Education Department Policies and Procedures Manual, available online at http://www.unca.edu/education/publications/2006/2006_2007_PPManual.pdf


All readings are to be done PRIOR to coming to class on the day that chapter will be studied; in the event that candidate participation indicates that chapters are not being read, an accountability system will be implemented and the calculations for the final grade will be modified to reflect this change.

Required Assignments:

1. Response/Analysis Compilation (30%).  Students will read an assigned number of children’s books in each genre.  For each book, students will complete an information form to include bibliographic information, text summary, personal response, and curricular tie-ins. With each set of bibliographic entries the students will also submit a brief written definition of the genre along with at least two evaluative criteria for that genre. Discussions of genres and evaluative criteria can be found in the related readings.
2. Participation in Group Processing & Creative Activity (15%).  Students will share the books they have read in small groups or before the class.  Books are to be brought to class and each student is expected to participate in every discussion. Missed discussions cannot be made up.  One book shared in the class must be accompanied by a creative activity.  Students may choose the book and date for this creative activity.  For this activity students may choose to dress in costume, to collect artifacts related to a story, create an activity for students, or to otherwise represent a character or story event.  

3. Chapter Review Responses (5%).   Students will write brief responses to questions from chapter 12 in the textbook.  

4. Web Site & Selection Tools Identification (10%). (Assignment has two parts)

a) Web Sites.  Students will identify resources from the Internet that would facilitate the use of children’s literature in the classroom.  Each student will evaluate 7 literature-related web sites.  . 

b) Selection Tools.  Review and evaluate one thematic guide reference book and two children’s literature review journals (one journal should be Book Links).  

NOTES:  See the Ramsey Library Resource Guide to Children’s Literature for a list of web sites, thematic selection tools, and review journal titles. A link to this guide is available on the instructor’s Web page or directly using the following path: UNCA home page (www.unca.edu) -> Ramsey Library ->Research Guides ->Education category ->Children's Literature.

5. Lesson Plan (20%).  Students will each prepare an activity to be used in tandem with a children’s book in a K-6 classroom.  Students are to write a brief lesson plan stating objectives, procedures, materials, and assessments.  Students will then come to class prepared to discuss/demonstrate the lesson.  The lesson plan must include adaptations for students with special needs.

WARNING:  Cite your sources.  Proper documentation of all source material is required.

6. Illustrator Study or Thematic Project (20%).  – Choose ONE of the following options.
Here is a chance to use your creative abilities to generate interest in books .Displays will be evaluated on visual appeal and content.
Illustrator Study – The student will identify a children’s illustrator and create a display designed to teach students about that illustrator.  Displays should feature a minimum of three books by the chosen illustrator, along with biographical information and activities related to at least two of the books. Provide a visual display for in-class presentation.  Submit a written biography and bibliography of displayed books to the instructor.

Thematic Project – The student will identify a theme or general topic. Thematic displays should feature a minimum of 4 books, along with activities or artifacts related to at least two of the books. Provide a visual display for in-class presentation.  Submit to the instructor a written statement of the general theme and a bibliography of displayed books.  
	 B-K students
The thematic project is the best option for students in the B-K program.

The following links will list some books appropriate for babies and preschoolers.

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/hal_lm_emergent_74606_7.pdf
http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/boardbooks/



WARNING:  Cite your sources.  Proper documentation of all source material is required.

Grading Policy

	95-100% =A   
90 -94% = A-
	85-89% = B

80-84% = B-
	70-79% = C
	60-69% = D
	Below 60% = F


Attendance:  Attendance and active class participation are expected.  Students are allowed one absence. (Repeated late entry to or early departure from class counts as half an absence, regardless of how much class is missed).  For each subsequent absence, 1 point will be deducted from the student’s “Participation in Group Processing” percentage. Absences are also reflected in lower points on the literature review grades.  (Students are responsible for any and all class information whether or not they were present when the information was disseminated).

Late assignments: All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day indicated.  A penalty for late literature reviews is built into the assignment evaluation.  Late lesson plans, author studies or thematic projects will be penalized 2 points per day.

Instructor’s Mailbox: Students should make every effort to hand assignments directly to the course instructor during the regular class meeting when assignments are due.  Students may turn in late assignments to the instructor’s mailbox; however, the instructor assumes no responsibility for items placed in the box.  Items placed in the box or slid under the door are the responsibility of the student; in the event they end up missing, they will be considered as not turned in.  

Academic Misconduct:  The UNCA policy concerning academic misconduct will be followed if wrongdoing is suspected.

Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar: All work submitted for this course is to be of the highest quality.  Students are welcome to use a dictionary, thesaurus, or other aid.

Typing, Stapling, etc. Unless otherwise specified, students should type or word process work to be submitted.  Papers should be staples, not paper-clipped or dog-eared.

Dispositions Checklists: As it is in all other methods courses in the K-6 program at UNCA, the performance of candidates in EDUC 318 is assessed using the Dispositions Checklist. Candidates are expected to be familiar with both the long form (http://www.unca.edu/education/publications/2004/2004_Dispositions_Checklist_Guide.pdf
And the short form (http://www.unca.edu/education/publications/2004/2004_Short_Dispositions_Checklist_Form%20.pdf)

of this document, both of which delineate professional behaviors and dispositions expected from licensure candidates. The course instructor will complete a short-form evaluation of each enrolled candidate prior to the last day of class; the candidate will review the document and indicate by signature that he/she has seen it. Candidates who have indicators marked "Not Met" on the Dispositions Checklist must meet with the course instructor to address the deficiency(ies). Completed forms will become a part of the candidate's permanent file and will be used to make determinations about that candidate's readiness to proceed through the program. Completed forms are also reviewed by the candidate's advisor.  

A full explanation of the Dispositions Evaluation process, along with a rationale for its use, is available in the UNCA Education Department Policies and Procedures Manual.
Knowledge Base for Educ 318

Children’s literature holds a central place in the school curriculum.  Relevant research on reading, language arts, teaching, and learning attest to the importance is of integrating literature in all areas of the learning process.  Following is a partial list of resources that provide content and pedagogical foundations, and suggestions for integrating literature into the curriculum in meaningful ways.

Anderson, N.A. (2002). Elementary children’s literature. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.                           [UNCA General PN 1009 .A1 .A464]

Bosman, B. (1995).  Children’s literature in an integrated curriculum: the authentic voice. New York:  Teacher’s College Press. [UNCA General LB 1575 .C55]

Brown, K.L. (2001).  Enhancing teacher knowledge using Caldecott Award – winning literature.  Reading Improvement 38 (2), 62-67.

Butler, F. ed. (1983- ). Masterworks of children’s literature. New York: Stonehill Publishing.


[UNCA General PN 1009 .A1 M37]

Cullinan, B.E. (1998).  Literature and the child. Philadelphia: Harcourt Brace.


[UNCA General Z 1037 .C946]

Johnson, N.J. (2003).  Literature in the reading curriculum. (children’s books). Reading Teacher 56 (7), 704-713.

Kimbel-Lopez, K. (1999).  Connecting with traditional literature: using folktales, fables, and legends to strengthen students’ reading and writing. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. [UNCA General LB 1575 .K55]

Norton, D.E. (1995). Through the eyes of a child. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.


[UNCA General  PN 1009 .A1 N68]

Ouzts, D.T. (2003).  A learner-centered curriculum based on award-winning literature. Education 124 (1), 76-86.

Richards, P.O. (1994) Thirteen steps to becoming a children’s literature expert.  Reading Teacher  48 (1), 90-91.

Correlations with Standards

Members of the faculty in the Education Department at UNCA are committed to providing pre-service teachers with meaningful, authentic assignments aligned with state and national standards.  Students should be aware of the purposes of each assignment and of the instructor’s rationale for its inclusion in course requirements.

To that end, the following matrix addresses each performance-based assignment required in EDUC 318. For each assignment, standards met are designated.  (The numbering system reflects the organization of each Standards document; hence the differences in number types).  Students are encouraged to study this document and access the official Standards documents, links to which have been placed on the UNCA Education Home Page (www.unca.edu/education).
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STANDARDS
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	Response/Analysis

Compilation
	1,6
	
	1.1,  4.3
	1.3, 1.6, 4.4, 16.4

	Participation in Group Processing
	5, 6, 8
	
	
	16.9

	Self-Evaluation
	9
	
	
	

	Web Site/ Identification
	6
	IIC
	
	

	Picture Book

Activity
	1,2,3,7
	
	1.1, 1.3
	7.1,7.6,8.4

	Author Study
	1,2,3,4,6,7
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	8.4
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